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Syntactic Features of Serial Verb Constructions in the Bouyei Language
from the Perspective of Linguistic Typology

ZHU Dekang

[Abstract] Serial verb constructions in the Bouyei language can be divided into two types, the
symmetric ones and the asymmetric ones. Through investigation and analysis, we find that the
syntactic features of the Bouyei serial verb constructions are manifested mainly in three aspects:
monoclausality, grammatical categories and arguments. Specifically, the restraint on monoclausality
is quite strict; in terms of grammatical categories, it is significant that the serial verbs have to share
a single temporal domain while it is quite flexible as to restrictions on the aspect category and
polarity assignment; in terms of the arguments, subject-sharing is normal and mandatory while
object-sharing is noncompulsory.

[Keywords] Bouyei language  serial verb construction  syntactic feature  typological

characteristics
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