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The Redundant Phenomenon in Chinese Documents
Written in the Style of Literal Translation from Mongolian

MA Caixia

[Abstract] “shi f&...you B>, “zai fElyou H..you H”, “shuo Vildao & ...medao X i&”,
“medaoshuo ATEWL”, “leyoulai T # K>, “yin [K/wei N...(de 1) shangtou 1 3</shang I and
“yincishang [Nt |- are cases of the redundant phenomenon in Chinese historical documents
written in the style of literal translation from Mongolian. This phenomenon is an actual reflection of
the northern variety of spoken Chinese in the Yuan dynasty. It is a result from language contact
between Mongolian and Chinese, and demonstrates the grammatical characteristics of spoken
Chinese at that time. The redundant forms are fairly common in documents based on Chinese
metaphrased from Mongolian, and are sometimes seen in Chinese literatures not metaphrased from
Mongolian in the Yuan, ming and Qing dynasties. Yet the redundant phenomenon and the redundant
patterns eventually lose trace in standard Chinese language. The study of the redundant
phenomenon will not only help us identify the origin of some grammatical forms in Chinese
documents in the style of literal translation from Mongolian, but also help us understand the state of
language contact between Mongolian and Chinese in the Yuan and Ming dynasties, which will be
beneficial to the understanding of the grammatical profile of northern Chinese at that time.

[Keywords] Mongolian Chinese Chinese historical documents in the style of literal translation

from Mongolian redundant phenomenon language contact
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