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Verb Reduplication in the Daju Dialect of Naxi:
Formal Configurations, Semantic Features and Grammatical Functions

HE Zhili

[Abstract] The formal configurations of verb reduplication in the Daju dialect of the Naxi language
include full reduplication, partial reduplication and indirect reduplication- Semantically, the
reduplicative forms of verbs may indicate continuance, intensification, repetition, interaction, short
duration, and randomness of the acts and actions as well as dissatisfaction, wherein the semantics of
plurality is predominant- They can serve as syntactic predicates or predicate nuclei, objects and
attributes, but cannot constitute imperative sentences- The means for verb reduplication demonstrate
the characteristics of both the Yi and Qiang languages-

[Keywords] Naxi language verb reduplication semantic feature syntactic function
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