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A Study on Polyfunctionality of “Perf Grams” in the Dali Dialect of Bai
LI Lei and CHEN Qianrui

[Abstract] There are four “perf grams”, that is, aspectual markers frequently used to indicate the
perfect aspect and related functions, in the Dali dialect of Bai, which are xuwr’®, 102, 9°2 and no?’,
with no?! being a fusional word (no*' <no?! 5°2). These aspectual markers have diverse functions.
Firstly, they can serve as perfect and perfective markers; specifically, 9*%/15°> may indicate
resultative, continuative and new situation, usages all subsumed under the perfect aspect, while
xw’® has resultative and anterior usages, and 19°' has usages indicating resultative and new
situation. Secondly, 9**/15>* may serve to indicate immediate future and imperative, and the
imperative 9°%/10*% is compulsory and has a fairly high degree of grammaticalization. Thirdly,
0*?/15>? may serve to indicate the present state and a validational; to be specific, the validational
0*?/15°% indicates the truthfulness of the proposition in the form of assertions and belongs to
epistemic modality. Fourthly, some of them may serve as coordinating connectives and can be
divided into two types, that is, the enumerative marker such as 9**/15°>? and the coordinating marker
such as xuwr™,

[Keywords] the Dali dialect of Bai perf grams polyfunctionality —quantitative analysis
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