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Lexico-semantic Comparison and Lexicography for Minority Languages:
With Several Sets of Kam-Tai Words as Examples

CHEN Xiaoling and MO Yuzhen

[Abstract] To achieve accuracy in differentiating polysemy from homonymy in the lexicographic

practices of ethnic minority languages, it is necessary to introduce the approach of lexico-semantic

comparison in the research and analysis of meanings and word forms. If it can be proved that there

are semantic associations between the senses or meanings of a word, a polysemous treatment is

justified; if otherwise, a homonymous treatment is valid.

[Keywords] lexico-semantic comparison polysemous word homonymous word minority

language lexicography
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