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On the Evolution of Variant Characters for “Gag” in Naxi Dongba Scriptures
GAO Xinkai

[Abstract] There are many variant characters in the vast number of Dongba scriptures, and a
corpus-based analysis on the characters encoding “gag” and the related characters may shed some
light on the complex differentiation and evolution of variant characters in Dongba scriptures. In this
paper, I investigate all the counts of the variants of the character encoding “gag” and its related
characters in 1,016 scriptures, finding that they show obvious regional characteristics, and can be
classified as homologous variants. The evolutionary exploration shows that the character encoding
“gag” is a phono-semantic character formed on the basis of the compound ideogram and phonetic
radical encoding “tie” and is used mainly as a phonetic loan in the scriptures. A misunderstanding in
the motivation of its character formation arises from the erroneous change of its own component

LT3

and the evolution of the related characters such as those encoding “tie”, “ginger” and “air”.
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