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The Yangsheng Rhyme System as Reflected from Transcriptional Characters
in Huayi Yiyu (Hongwu Edition): With a Discussion on the Basic Dialect

SU Ruoyang

[Abstract] Huayi Yiyu "6 315 (Hongwu X Edition) is a Sino-Mongolian glossary with fairly
accurate Chinese transcription of Mongolian sounds. It is not only an important document for
ancient Mongolian, but also contains a lot of information about the Chinese phonology of late Yuan
and early Ming dynasties. By means of exploring the transcriptional rules and taking into account
the phonological changes of Pre-modern Chinese, I am able to reveal in a relatively comprehensive
manner the phonetic values, the components and the features of the system of the Yangsheng [H 7=
rhymes, that is, thymes with nasal endings. Generally, the phonology as reflected from Huayi Yiyu
represents in nature that of the common language of Chinese based on the Zhongyuan H1)5. dialect.
[Keywords] Huayi Yiyu 2655518 Yangsheng A7 thyme basic dialect
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