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Dialectal Differences and the Trend of Language Transformation:
A Case Study of the Northern and Southern Dialects of the Pumi Language

JIANG Ying

[Abstract] By comparing the differences in person, number, aspect, mood and particles between the
Northern and the Southern dialects, this paper reveals the trend of language transformation in the
Pumi language. It maintains that the Northern and the Southern dialects differ in the speed of
evolution, i.e., a faster evolution of the Northern dialect versus a slower evolution of the Southern
dialect, and in the system of grammatical rules, that is, a simpler system of the Northern dialect
versus a more complex system of the Southern dialect, which shows that the Pumi language is in
the process of developing from a language with rich inflectional devices toward a language with
increasing analytic features.

[Keywords] Pumi language dialectal difference morphological type typological
transformation
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