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On the Origin of the Affricate /t¢/ in Xishan Bunu Language

LAN Qingjun

[Abstract] This paper probes into the origin of the alveolo-palatal affricate /t¢/ in the Xishan variety
of the Bunu language by combining the acoustic analysis and synchronic comparisons of sounds in
different Hmong-Mien languages and dialects, and proposes that the alveolo-palatal affricate /t¢/
originates from the ancient stop *k, the ancient nasalized obstruents *nt¢, *ndz, *nt and *nd, the
ancient stop-lateral clusters *ql, *q, *pl, *p| and *{| as well as the ancient nasalized stop-lateral
clusters *mbl and *nd].

[Keywords] Bunu language alveolo-palatal affricate acoustic analysis historical origin
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