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Tangut First and Second Person Dual Suffixes and Person Category Revisited

ZHANG Yongfu

[Abstract] Based on a review of previous studies and the textual data sorted out, this paper suggests

that the Tangut morpheme % kji' following the verb stems indicates first person dual while # tsji'

marks the second person dual. It further proposes that the personal suffixes in Tangut should be

subsumed under a trichotomy of singular, dual and plural instead of a dichotomy of singular and

plural, hence constructing a new system for the person category in Tangut. By examining the two

dual suffixes % kji' and # tsji' from the perspective of the person category and phonological

alternation of verb roots, this paper concludes that as dual suffixes, %% kji' and # tsji' do not

induce phonological alternation in the verb roots.

[Keywords] Tangut language person category dual suffix phonological alternation
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