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Voiceless Nasals and Voiceless Lateral in the Kam Language

LONG Runtian

[Abstract] Some varieties of Southern Kam preserve a voicing contrast in pure nasals and laterals.
Voicing distinction also exists in palatalized nasals and laterals as well as in labialized nasals. This
paper conducts an analysis on the evolutionary tendencies and historical origins of the various
voiceless nasals and the voiceless lateral in the Kam language according to the acoustic features and
sound distributions. It proposes that the voiceless nasals and the voiceless lateral originate
respectively from *hN and *hL, which have changed toward the two directions of voicedness and
plosivization.

[Keywords] Kam language voiceless nasal voiceless lateral sound distribution historical

evolution
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