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Types and Characteristics of Interrogative Sentences in Songtao Miao

MA Xiuzhi

[Abstract] Based on natural data from the colloquial corpora obtained from immersion fieldwork,
we investigate the formal devices and syntactic features of the interrogative sentences in Songtao
Miao from the perspective of linguistic typological theories and approaches. The interrogative
sentences in Songtao Miao can be classified into polar questions, alternative questions and content
questions according to their different ways of asking and answering. The formal devices of
interrogative sentences in Songtao Miao are different: the polar questions can be formed with
intonation, question particles, negative words, question adverbs, the juxtaposition of an affirmative
verb (or verb phrase) or an affirmative adjective with its corresponding negative form, while
alternative questions are normally formed with specialized alternative markers which connects the
coordinated alternative components, or can be formed without an alternative marker; and the
content questions are generally formed with interrogative words. The interrogative sentences in
Songtao Miao show commonalities with their counterparts in other languages and characteristics of
their own.

[Keywords] Songtao Miao language interrogative sentence polar question alternative question

content question
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