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On Tone Sandhi in the Shanjiang Miao Language

LIANG Feng

[Abstract] Native Miao words, Chinese loanwords and composite words formed with Miao and
Chinese morphemes in the Shanjiang Miao language are rich in tone sandhi phenomena. Three tone
sandhi patterns can be seen in the native words and Chinese loanwords, i.e. tone sandhi of the
preceding syllable, tone sandhi of the following syllable and tone sandhi of both the preceding and
the following syllables. The composite words with Miao and Chinese morphemes show only two
tone sandhi patterns, i.e. tone sandhi of the preceding syllable and tone sandhi of the following
syllable. This study reveals that tone sandhi in Shanjiang Miao does not serve derivational and
inflectional functions, but the prosodic need.

[Keywords] Shanjiang Miao language tone sandhi prosodic tone sandhi
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