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On Semantic Representation of Reduplication in the Wutun Language
LI Yunbing

[Abstract] This paper addresses the forms, semantic features and semantic representation of
classifier, verb and adjective reduplications in the Wutun language. In Wutun, both lexical and
morphological forms can be employed to represent the semantics of reduplication. That the
reduplicative, lexical and morphological devices are used to represent the semantics of
reduplication is a twofold representation formed in the contact and assimilation of the original and
the model languages, which both preserves the features of the original language and absorbs the
traits of the model language. This dual feature is correlative with the homogeneity discrepancy
between the original and the model languages: the higher the homogeneity, the weaker the dual
feature; the lower the homogeneity, the stronger the dual feature.

[Keywords] Wutun language reduplication semantic representation original language model

language
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