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Jinlong Old Zhuang Script: Its Ways of Borrowing from Other Writing Systems
HE Mingzhi and HUANG Liuling

[Abstract] The Jinlong Old Zhuang Script shows evident signs of borrowing from the Chinese
writing and distinct ways of borrowing from Chu Nom for its own development. Its ways of
borrowing from the Chinese writing include borrowing the forms, sounds and/or meanings of
Chinese characters, adopting Chinese characters as its own characters used for interpreting other
characters, and copying Chinese character formation methods for its own character-invention with
Chinese character components or independent characters; and its ways of borrowing from Chu Nom
include borrowing the strokes and signs of Chu Nom, copying Chu Nom formation methods of
adding or deleting strokes and signs, employing borrowed Chu Nom characters to represent
meanings in Jinlong Zhuang, and borrowing Chu Nom radicals together with their functions.
[Keywords] Jinlong Old Zhuang Script ways of borrowing from the Chinese writing ways of
borrowing from Chu Nom
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