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The Initial m in Tai-Kadai Languages

LONG Runtian

[Abstract] This article analyzes and compares the cognate words in Tai-Kadai languages. It
proposes that the voiceless nasal initial m, besides being a remnant of the voiceless nasal m, may
also come from voiceless nasals *fjw and *f) in Proto-Tai-Kadai. *jw and *) have undergone
nonlinear sound changes. These two sources serve to well explain the phenomenon that words with
the initial m have cognate words with initials khw, kw, or kh in languages such as Kam and Lakkia.
[Keywords] Tai-Kadai languages voiceless nasals initial m sound change
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