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Acceptance of Chinese Characters and Formation of the Korean Script
YU Xiaohong

[Abstract] On the Korean Peninsula, Chinese characters were accepted and used to record the
Korean language dating from the fifth century. During the acceptance of the Chinese characters, the
Korean writing history goes through two stages, the stage of Chajapyogi, where mainly the Chinese
characters were used to encode the Korean language, and the stage of phonetic writing, where the
Hunminjeongeum alphabet was devised. The characters and symbols used in the Chajapyogi stage
establish the linguistic foundation and provide the source of glyphs for the creation of the
Hunminjeongeum alphabet. Five types of scripts and symbols, including loan Chinese characters,
created characters immitating the Chinese ones, Gugyeol characters, Gugyeol symbols and
Hunminjeongeum alphabet, which have been used in the two stages, feature a deep influence of the
Chinese characters and innovativeness at the same time.

[Keywords] acceptance of Chinese characters Korean script Chajapyogi  Hunminjeongeum
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