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A Variational Study on Honorifics in Korean:
Based on Speeches by the Leaders of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
and the Republic of Korea

CHEN Yanping, ZHANG Huimin and Déniel Z. KADAR

[Abstract] This article analyzes the features of honorifics in speeches by the leaders of the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and the Republic of Korea from the perspective of
variational pragmatics, explores the heterogeneous characteristics of the Korean language in social
development and examines the relationship between the usage of honorifics and macro-social
factors. The results show that the differences in the usage of honorifics in the Korean language of
the two countries are mainly manifested in appelations and persons addressed with honorifics.
Besides, different linguistic practices in honorifics also present in particles and endings.

[Keywords] Korean honorifics pragmatic variations discourse analysis
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