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Linguistic Manifestations of Ethnic Communication:
A Study on the Use of Uyghur Loanwords in Xinjiang Chinese Dialect

WANG Yuanxin

[Abstract] This paper discusses six issues, which are loanwords and code-mixing, types and
relationship of borrowing, second language proficiency and lexical borrowing, loanword analogy
and diffusion, attitudes toward loanwords and use of loanwords, as well as language standardization
and language use in society. The study shows that social variations exist in the use of Uyghur
loanwords in Xinjiang Chinese dialect together with related language attitudes according to
influencing factors such as speakers of different social features as well as conversational addressees,
topics, language style and situation. Xinjiang Chinese dialect, gradually shrinking in speaker
population and domains of use with the popularization of Standard Mandarin or putonghua, still
retains its vitality, and some Uyghur loanwords have relative strong productivity and analogical
function. Loanwords not only give importance to the unique local language situation and linguistic
features under specific socio-cultural circumstances but also show from one aspect language
speakers’ identification with as well as absorption and inclusiveness of other languages and
cultures.

[Keywords] Xinjiang Chinese dialect Uyghur loanwords differences in language use
language attitudes
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