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Chinese Characters and Korean Idu Writing System: Relationship and Influence
JIN Yongshou and SHANG Yongmei

[Abstract] The Korean Peninsula has seen a history of two thousand years in its acceptance and use
of Chinese characters. In the long history, Chinese characters got deep-rooted in the Korean
Peninsula; and in the meantime of directly using Chinese characters, a localized Idu writing system
was devised to represent the Korean language using the forms, sounds and meanings of Chinese
characters, or hanja. The use of the Idu writing system greatly enriched the phonological and lexical
systems of Korean. In the meanwhile, the Idu writing system deepened the understanding of the
function of Chinese characters and the structure of the Korean language, laying the foundation for
the creation of Hunminjeongeum.

[Keywords] Chinese characters the Korean Peninsula Idu writing system localization

influence

(iBfzsbit: AKEF 133002 ##E ) KFHALFR
BokAE 130033 KA EFRAALDHFRASAT)

(A4 AFwHAR]





