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Qu % in the Guigang Hakka Dialect: Functions and Language Contact
LIN Huayong and LIU Ling

[Abstract] The morpheme gu % in the Guigang Hakka dialect of Guangxi is multifunctional. In
addition to being a directional verb (‘to go’), it can also be used as a phase complement or a
sentence-final particle (SFP). Its SFP function can be further divided into three subfunctions. This
article presents a diagnostic description of the multifunctions of qu, and on that basis, discusses the
differences and connections of its SFP subfunctions. The multifunctionality of gu as an SFP in the
Guigang Hakka dialect is in line with the characteristics induced by regional language contact in
Guangxi, but the evolution of the Chinese dialect itself cannot be completely ruled out as a factor
uninvolved. Grammaticalization and language contact are factors from two different dimensions,
but are not necessarily mutually exclusive.

[Keywords] gu 2 multifunctionality ~diagnostic description grammaticalization language
contact
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