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The Targeted Protection of Ethnic Minority Language Resources: A Study Based
on Live Data Collected for “China’s Language Resources Protection Project”

ZHU Dekang

[Abstract] According to the live data of ethnic minority language resources collected for “China’s
Language Resources Protection Project (CLRPP)”, we find that the ethnic minority language
resources in China show an imbalanced, regional, interactive and shared representation. Further
analyses reveal that the ethnic minority resources are unevenly represented and the endangered
languages are inadequately represented in CLRPP, and the Tibeto-Burman subfamily outnumbers
other language families and subfamilies in terms of investigation spots, while the Hmong-Mien
language subfamily has far fewer investgation spots as is necessary. In view of this fact, we propose
that the ethnic minority language resources protection endeavors in the future should, based on the
previous achievements and experience, be oriented toward gap and omission detection and
supplementation, scientific classification, precise administration and targeted protection.
[Keywords] ethnic minority languages language resources language protection
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