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On the Origin of the Mai People and the Mai Dialect on Hainan Island
LIU Chuntao

[Abstract] The Mai dialect is spoken by the Mai people living in Yazhou district, Sanya City,
Hainan Province, wherein the term Mai comes from the Li (Hlai) word mo:i', originally meaning
“non-Hlai people”. The present study proposes that the Mai people descend from the sedentary
Danjia (Tanka) people of the Ming dynasty and the offsprings of the Han settlers living therein
since the Tang and Song times, and the Mai dialect is the speech of the sedentary Tanka people,
which is a variety of Cantonese.

[Keywords] Mai dialect Li (Hlai) language Cantonese sound correspondence
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