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Prosodic and Semantic Features of Tetrasyllabic Words in the Taliu Yi Language
HU Suhua and DUAN Qiuhong

[Abstract] There are substantial tetrasyllabic words in the Taliu Yi language. Formally, the
tetrasyllabic words can be subsumed into seven categories, namely AABB, AAA’A’, ABAB, ABAC,
ABCB, ABCC, and ABCD; semantically, they are mostly mimetic or onomatopoeic. Four main
strategies are employed to form tetrasyllabic words, which are reduplication or iteration of a
syllable or a partial syllable (mainly the vowel finals), tone sandhi, and addition of a harmonious
syllable. The present paper offers an in-depth and systematic description and analysis of the
structural types, the prosodic features and strategies of prosodic harmony, the semantic features, and
the syntactic features of the tetrasyllabic words, with emphasis laid on tone sandhi, iteration and
reduplication, as well as syllables added for prosodic harmony, in the hope that the findings of this
study will benefit studies on characteristics of tetrasyllabic words in Sino-Tibetan languages and
shed light on the typological studies of tetrasyllabic words.
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