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The Inflectional Morphology in the Zaiwa Language

ZHU Yanhua

[Abstract] The morphological devices for inflections in the Zaiwa language consist of four types:
sound alternation, affixation, sound alternation and affixation as well as reduplication. The syntactic
functions of the inflectional morphology are represented by person and number agreement between
the subject and the verbal predicate, the causative forms of verbs and adjectives, number and case of
pronouns, the magnitude of reduplicative forms. The inflectional morphology shows a tendency of
further development of analytic features. Consequently, when inflectional morphology is
investigated, attention should be paid to complex factors such as phonological processes (for
instance sandhi) and sound changes of morphological elements, and the evolution of inflectional
morphology is to be studied from the perspective of analyticity, either strong or weak.

[Keywords] Zaiwa inflectional morphology syntactic function morphosyntax
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