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A Study on the Character phaiZZ
WEI Qijun and WANG Runji

[Abstract] phaiZ: is a rarely-used Chinese character and is not included in any major dictionary.
Our research shows that it can be used as both a verb, meaning ‘to measure by extending both arms
horizontally’, and a measure word, meaning ‘the length of extending both arms horizontally’. It
occurs in variant forms in southern Chinese dialects, Chinese novels of the Ming and Qing
dynasties and Tibeto-Burman languages. Textual research demonstrates that phaiZZ derives from
the character pai 7.

[Keywords] phaiZZ meaning interpretation variant forms
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