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On the Comparison Constructions in the Hmu Language

LI Yiru

[Abstract] From the synchronic and diachronic perspectives, this article discusses the types, the
grammatical functions, the semantic relations, the comparative markers and the development of the
comparison constructions in the Hmu language. The comparison constructions can be divided into
three types, viz. the comparative, equative and superlative constructions. The markers for
comparative constructions include two native morphemes fho*> and ¢han** as well as a borrowed
Chinese morpheme pi°> from Southwestern Mandarin. From the perspectives of language use and
language contact, the development process of comparative constructions in the Hmu language is as
follows: non-comparison constructions — markerless comparative constructions — comparative
constructions with the markers tho>> and ¢han* — comparative constructions with the markers
tho3, ¢han* and pi®>, where pi®> may concur with either tho®> or ¢han**. As for the trend of
development, it is extremely probable that the comparative constructions with the borrowed marker
pi® will take the place of the comparative constructions with the marker tho*> or ¢han™*.

[Keywords] the Hmu language (Qiandong Miao)  types of comparison constructions

comparative markers language contact language influence
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