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Analytical Languages and Instantiation of Implicit Meaning:
A Case Study of the Jingpo and Hani Languages

DAI Qingxia

[Abstract] This paper discusses how the implicit meanings emerge and instantiate in examples of
the isomorphic object-predicate constructions, the general verbs and the echo classifiers in Jingpo
and Hani, two Tibeto-Burman languages. It proposes that the leading characteristic of “implicit
meaning instantiation” lies in the application of the linguistic economy principle so that multiple
meanings can be expressed via one and the same syllable or word and concrete meanings can
emerge from the instantiation of implicit meanings. It also holds that the successful application of
implicit meaning instantiation depends on such intrinsic mechanisms as fixed word order, words
with multiple-category membership and formulaic constructions.

[Keywords] analytical languages the economy principle implicit meaning  semantic

instantiation
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