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The Evolution of Syntactic Position and Function of Post-VO Adverbs
in Southeastern Chinese from the Perspective of Language Contact

LU Junwei and YU Jian

[Abstract] This paper presents a synchronic examination of adverbs in the post-VO position in

Southeastern Chinese dialects and the Kam-Tai languages, and finds that the post-VO adverbs in

them show a parallel correspondence in terms of adverb types, semantics and diachronic syntactic

slot position. Language contact between ancient Chinese and ancient Yue serves as the primary

cause of the coexistence of several divergent word orders of adverbs in the language area of

Southeast China. The evolution path of word orders of adverbs in post-VO position can be
reconstructed as follows: VO-Adv > Adv-VO-Adv > Adv-VO. Due to their similarity in syntactic
positions to sentence-final modal particles, post-VO adverbs of time and scope have given rise to

the function of modal particles on the cline of grammaticality.

[Keywords] language contact adverbs in post-VO position functional evolution
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