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The Grammatical Evolution of Existential Verbs in Middle Mongolian
CHAO Rui

[Abstract] Multiple grammatical meanings and complicated grammatical functions have developed
from existential verbs in Mongolian. This paper provides a thorough examination of the
grammatical meanings and functions of existential verbs in Middle Mongolian as reflected in The
Secret History of the Mongols, including the declarative copula, the possessive verb, the durative
marker, the perfect marker as well as the probability modality marker and modal particles. The
description based on the evolution of grammatical meanings can provide reference for the diverse
grammatical functions of the existential verbs in contemporary Mongolian.

[Keywords] Middle Mongolian contemporary Mongolian existential verbs grammatical
evolution grammatical function
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