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The Position of Lingao in the Genealogy of Kam-Tai Languages

70U Xue’e and JIN Lixin

[Abstract] Lingao is a Kam-Tai language, but its specific position in the genealogy of the Kam-Tai
languages is still controversial. This paper provides an analysis of the Lingao sounds, conducts a
comparative study of these sounds with their counterparts in other Kam-Tai languages, and in light
of phonological innovations, decides on the specific genealogical position of Lingao in the Kam-Tai
languages.
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