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Contact-induced Sound Changes in and Formation of the Hatu Shengzha
Vernacular of the Northern Dialect of Yi

LIU Zhengfa and LU Aga

[Abstract] Sound changes have taken place in the Hatu Shengzha vernacular, a variety of the
Northern Dialect of Yi spoken in Huanglianguan Township in Xichang, in the course of contact
with the local Suodi sub-dialect; therefore, the Hatu Shengzha vernacular shows phonological
differences from the Xide Shengzha vernacular, another variety of the same Shengzha sub-dialect.
The changes in the rhymes are more notable than those in the initials. Only a couple of polysyllabic
words have seen sound changes in both the initial and the rhyme. Consequently, the Hatu Shengzha
vernacular becomes a new local variety similar neither to the Xide Shengzha vernacular nor to the
Suodi sub-dialect. The formation of the Hatu Shengzha vernacular can be primarily attributed to the
contact of different Yi varieties, and is a result of the influence of the prominent local variety.
[Keywords] the Yi language sound changes the Hatu Shengzha vernacular the Hatu Suodi
vernacular the Xide Shengzha vernacular
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