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Controllers for Person-number Agreement on Verbs
in Dizhengdang Dialect of Dulong

PENG Ru and TANG Xianqing

[Abstract] Verbs in the Dizhengdang dialect of the Dulong (Dlong) language have person and
number categories, whose agreement with the controllers are displayed via markers added to the
verbs and inflections of the verb roots. The controllers for the person-number agreement on verbs
are characterized by diverse types and complex selection rules. Syntactic elements that can serve as
controllers include the subjects, the direct objects, the indirect objects and the possessive attributes.
The choice of different controllers is determined, either individually or collectively, by transitivity
of verbs, lack of object case particles, the politeness principle as well as definiteness, animacy and
volitionality of nominals.

[Keywords] Dizhengdang dialect of the Dulong (Dlong) language person and number categories

of verbs agreement controllers
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