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An Analysis on the Order and Semantic Quantity Characteristics

of the Co-occurrent Negative Adverb mi'' and Scope Adverbs in Bouyei

ZHOU Guoyan and WANG Fengxia

[Abstract] In the Bouyei language, the negative adverb mi'' can co-occur with scope adverbs,
either continuously or discontinuously, serving together as adverbials modifying the sentence
predicates. The order of their co-occurrence can be classified into four types. Applying the
principles of logical semantics, this paper analyzes the four types of co-occurrence order from the
perspective of quantitative characteristics, and finds that three kinds of changes in semantic quantity
are represented by these four types: semantic quantity reduction, semantic quantity intensification
and expression of subjective small quantity. Changes in semantic quantity of co-occurrent adverbs
are affected and restricted by semantic government scope and semantic orientation.

[Keywords] the Bouyei language negative adverb scope adverb order of co-occurrence

semantic quantity
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