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Sound Changes in Bo’ai Zhuang in Yunnan in the Past Eighty Years

NONG Changsheng

[Abstract] This paper, based on fieldwork data, describes the phonology of Bo’ai Zhuang spoken in
Funing County, Yunnan Province. Taken Fangkui Li’s Proto-Tai phonology as the starting point, it
points out the phonological differences of Bo’ai Zhuang as represented in our current fieldwork data
and those obtained about eighty years ago by Fangkui Li in 1939. The study shows that Li’s
argument of the existence of the series of pre-glottalized initials in Proto-Tai is still valid.
[Keywords] Bo’ai Zhuang phonological differences pre-glottalized initials
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